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About the programme:
In recent decades, considerable progress in functional preservation 
and rehabilitation of patients with advanced laryngeal cancer has 
been achieved. This course aims to share current international trends 
and practices which optimise functional status of these patients after 
treatment.

The course offers a fairly unique learning experience for this style of 
course in the UK, offering insight into the surgical techniques for total 
laryngectomy and their contribution to future rehabilitation. Additionally, 
the hands-on sessions provide delegates the opportunity to further 
develop their techniques of tracheoesophageal prosthesis replacement, 
ask questions and debate current practise.

Accredited by the Royal College of Surgeons of England for up to 12.0 

CPD points.

Who should attend:
• Otolaryngologists/Head and Neck Surgeons, Senior Registrars
• Speech & Language Therapists and Head & Neck Clinical Nurse

Specialists

Topics covered over the two day course:
• Conservation surgery and current trends in chemoradiation therapy

for advanced laryngeal cancer
• Current surgical techniques in laryngectomy including stoma

optimisation
• Primary versus Secondary voice prosthesis placement
• Physiological rationale for pulmonary rehabilitation and the use of

Heat and Moisture Exchangers (HMEs)
• Speech therapy after total laryngectomy- olfactory rehabilitation,

dysphagia and voice optimisation
• Helping patients regain hands-free speech: patient selection, voice

and stoma fixation

Course locations:
• Marriot Hotel Portsmouth, Southampton Rd, Portsmouth PO6 4SH
• Queen Alexandra Hospital, Portsmouth PO6 3LY

To attend the two day course please contact Emma Andrews on 
Emma.Andrews@atosmedical.com or 07841044261



Thursday, March 14th: 

09:00
Registration and Coffee

09:15
Introduction and Welcome

09:30 - Costa Repanos
The changing role of total laryngectomy 
in the era of organ preservation: impact 
on functional outcomes

10:00 - Andrew G. Shuman
Patient-centered decision-making in non-
surgical laryngeal preservation

11:00 Coffee break 

11:15 - Volkert B. Wreesmann 
Conservative surgical approaches to 
advanced laryngeal cancer

12:15 Lunch

13:00 - Michiel van den Brekel 
Introduction to comprehensive post 
laryngectomy rehabilitation; basic 
aspects of the standard indwelling voice 
prosthesis 

14.15
Hands-on session, practicing voice 
prosthesis replacement and use of 
accessories

14:45 Coffee break

15:00 - Fiona Buck & Rachel Davies 
Local surgical voice restoration 
competencies and practices

15:30 - Allana Kelley
Speech therapy rehabilitation of the 
post-laryngectomy patient 

16:30 - Corina van As-Brooks Olfactory 
Rehabilitation

19.00 Course dinner
Sponsored by Atos Medical

Friday, March 15th: 

09:00 - James Dinsmore
Optimisation options for safe 
anaesthesia and airway management 
in patients with advanced laryngeal 
cancer

09:30 - Fons Balm
Long term surgical results, adverse 
events and troubleshooting

10:30 - Michiel van den Brekel
Surgical options for adverse anatomical 
or functional outcome after total 
laryngectomy

11:00 Coffee break

11:15 - Michiel van den Brekel
Pulmonary rehabilitation; basic 
physiology research, clinical research

12:30
Hands-on session, practicing with 
HME’s, stoma valves and appliances

13:00 Lunch and transfer to hospital

14:00
Clinical session- Patient voice 
prosthesis changes

16:45
Evaluation, closing remarks and hand-
out of certificates



International faculty:

Michiel van den Brekel
Professor and Chair, Department of Head and Neck Oncology and 
Surgery, Netherlands Cancer Institute, Amsterdam, Netherlands

Andrew G. Shuman
Associate Professor and Surgeon, Department of Otolarygology - Head 
and Neck Surgery, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor Michigan, USA

Fons Balm
Professor and Head and Neck Surgeon, Department of Head & Neck 
Oncology and Surgery, Netherlands Cancer Institute, Amsterdam, 
Netherlands

Sponsored by

Local faculty:

Volkert B. Wreesmann
Consultant Head and Neck Surgeon, Queen Alexandra Hospital, 
Portsmouth UK

Costa Repanos
Consultant Head and Neck Surgeon, Queen Alexandra Hospital, 
Portsmouth, UK

Fiona Buck & Rachel Davies
Head & Neck Speech Therapists, Queen Alexandra Hospital, Portsmouth 
UK

James Dinsmore
Consultant Anaesthetist, Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust, Portsmouth, UK

Allana Kelley
Speech and Language Therapist, United Kingdom and Ireland, Atos 
Medical

Corina van As-Brooks
Speech and Language Therapist, Netherlands Cancer Institue, Managing 
Director, United Kingdom and Ireland, Atos Medical


